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SOCP field assistant Loga M. Sihombing collecting data in Sikundur, Leuser Ecosystem, Sumatra, Indonesia.
photo: Hermansyah
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A Message from the Chairman
2016 has been a year of hope for
conservation in Indonesia. With the
strengthening of government action on
environmental protection getting more
into the spotlight, the global community
is increasingly aware and conscious of the
importance of conservation.
We were very proud to have published
possibly the most comprehensive species
wide distribution survey of any great ape, with
these results suggesting a total Sumatran
orangutan population size of 14,613. However,
whilst many headlines focused on this
representing a doubling in size over the
previous estimate, the reality is there was no
increase. On the contrary, these results only
reflect a far more intensive, reliable survey.
The overall trend in both numbers and habitat
is, sadly, still downward.
Towards reversing this trend, Yayasan
Ekosistem Lestari has been involved in various
efforts for both people and wildlife, with
much of our efforts focused on the massively
important Leuser Ecosystem, and also the
Batang Toru Forest Ecosystem, which houses a
unique population of upland forest Sumatran
orangutans – with this area also serving as a
vital watershed for surrounding communities.
This again shows the vital importance of
our inclusive and comprehensive approach
towards conservation. As it can only succeed
when communities are aware not just of the
impacts we have on the environment, but also
the immensely valuable yet free environmental
services it provides.

We are happy to report the development
of a new orangutan population in the
Jantho Nature Reserve. Until now we have
reintroduced 99 orangutans here, so we are
on the way to achieving Minimum Viable
Population size. In 2016 we also expanded
our regular post-release monitoring to begin
sending teams further afield, to assess
orangutan dispersal. It’s really amazing to
see how far they have come, from arriving as
helpless orphans at our quarantine centre, to
now living independently in the wild.
We were also delighted to have hosted
Academy Award winning actor Leonardo
DiCaprio, Adrien Brody and Fischer Stevens on
a visit to our Quarantine Centre. Portions of
this visit were featured in 'Before the Flood',
an award-winning documentary on climate
change.
Last but not least, we are very thankful for
the collaboration from Ditjen KSDAE, Ministry
of Environment and Forestry and its UPT
(BBTNGL, BBKSDA Sumatera Utara and BKSDA
Aceh), also all the generous partnerships and
support from all over the globe. Without it,
our work would not be possible.

Sustainable Ecosystem Foundation
Dr. Sofyan Tan
Chairman
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Jantho Reintroduction
Thanks to
extensive surveys
conducted by
SOCP, we know
now more about
orangutans
dispersing into
the wider forest
area.
In March 2011,
SOCP began releasing
rehabilitated
orangutans back into
the wild at Jantho,
with the intention of
developing a new viable
orangutan population in
an area that previously
housed wild Sumatran
orangutans. As of
January 2017, SOCP
had successfully
rehabilitated and
released 99 orangutans
into the Jantho Nature
Reserve, Aceh Province.
Despite detailed
monitoring on newly
released orangutans
within the vicinity of
SOCP’s reintroduction
station, far less is
known about the status
of orangutans that
Female Sumatran orangutan Wenda exploring her new home, after being
released to the Jantho Nature Reserve in Aceh province. photo: SOCP

have dispersed into the
wider forest area. Thus,
the SOCP, together with
the Balai Konservasi
Sumber Daya Alam
(BBKSDA) Aceh, and
local people undertook
extensive surveys of
the Jantho Nature
Reserve from AprilSeptember 2016. A
total of 60 2x2 km grid
cells were surveyed
using a modified
reconnaissance
methodology, which
covered a straight-line
distance total of 219
km.
During the survey
period, teams
contacted and noted
115 orangutan nests,
635 orangutan food
species, 280 direct
and indirect signs
of non-orangutan
wildlife, and 112 human
presence signs. These
results have aided
in highlighting key
areas of orangutan
dispersal and human
impacts. Unfortunately,
in many cases, the
dispersal routes
that are preferred

by the reintroduced
orangutans are also
those areas that are
exploited by the local
human population,
namely low elevation
less rugged portions of
the Jantho landscape.
In order to better
understand the
successes as well
as points in need
of improvement in
the reintroduction
process, greater levels
of monitoring are
required. Furthermore,
regular patrols and
law enforcement are
scheduled for 2017, in
order to help combat
the ongoing human
exploitive activities
within the extremely
biodiverse and resource
rich Jantho Nature
Reserve. Importantly,
these measures need
to be swift, in order to
ensure the safety and
viability of the new
orangutan population.
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Monitoring Stations
Apart from
Batang Toru
and Jantho, we
manage two
stations, where
field staff are
tasked with
conducting
orangutan
and habitat
monitoring.
Suaq Balimbing,
which we have
managed since 2005, is
perhaps best known for
its ultra-high orangutan
densities and near daily
examples of orangutan
tool use; and Sikundur,
which we have
managed since 2013,
as the first long-term
monitoring station in
the eastern portion of
the world-renowned
Leuser Ecosystem.
Sikundur was logged on
both small- and largescales from 1976-1988,
and intermittently
throughout the 1990s.
Interestingly,
virtually all long-term

monitoring studies of
Sumatran orangutans
have utilized 'highdensity' populations
situated in primary
peat-swamp forest
(Suaq Balimbing) and
lowland rainforest
(Ketambe). These sites
are regarded as "prime
habitat" and have
suffered relatively low
levels of disturbance.
Accordingly, until
recently there has
been a lack of
behavioural and
ecological knowledge
of orangutan variability
in less productive/more
degraded landscapes.
Through Sikundur
then we are gaining
a firm grasp on how
orangutans are affected
by the threats of forest
loss – which if current
trends continue, such
lower quality habitat
may become one
of the main forest
varieties left, making it
imperative that we are
aware of any impacts.
It is vital that we
are able to manage
these stations so we

are able to achieve a
better understanding
of orangutan behaviour,
and observe changes
in local populations as
forests are affected by
development pressures.
All of which allows
us to contribute the
necessary, current data
from the field to bodies
such as the IUCN,
whom we assisted in
updating the Red List
entry for the Sumatran
orangutan in 2016,
as well the recent
Population and Habitat
Viability (PHVA) for the
species. These stations
also serve as training
grounds for student
researchers of all
nationalities.
It is through our
continually improved
understanding of the
ecology of the species
that we are best
able to speak on its
needs, and translate
these data into real
conservation action –
a service that we are
proud to be able to
provide.
SOCP field assistants, Supriadi (left) and Irvan Sipayung (right)
collecting data in Sikundur. photo: Suprayudi
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Quarantine Centre
After the
orangutans are
confiscated from
illegal captivity,
SOCP's rescue
and rehabilitation
station in Batu
Mbelin is the first
stop on their way
to freedom.
In 2016, there were
23 new orangutan
intakes to the SOCP
quarantine centre at
Batu Mbelin, North
Sumatra, 15 of which
were infants under
the age of three. A
new and unexpected
phenomenon this year
however was an influx
of large adult males,
with five estimated
to have been 25 years
of age, and another
individual of 20 years.
Due to their disposition
and size, these
orangutans require
much different levels of
care and facilities, with
additional space and
reinforced structural
support being

necessary.
Fortunately, after
receiving medical
attention and passing
health screening,
some of these males
still have a chance of
being reintroduced
back to the wild. But
for at least two of
them, Krismon, who
spent nearly all of his
life locked in a small
cage, and Lewis, who
was shot 15 times in
the face with an air
rifle, and as a result
has been blinded, can
never be rehabilitated
and released. Thus they
will require care for
the rest of their lives,
for whom we plan to
provide a much more
naturalistic home to at
the Orangutan Haven
(see p. 7).

was also blinded by
air rifles, and Fahzren,
held for nearly 20 years
in a zoo in Malaysia,
to a new purposebuilt facility, where
they have more space
to stretch their arms
and legs. The infants
under our care also got
their own new jungle
school, and everyone
got a new series of
firehose 'hammocks' to
relax and sometimes
construct nests in.
We also built a new
bio filtration system,
refurbished the
isolation blocks for
new intakes and those
requiring extra care,
along with a number of
other renovations and
additions around the
site.

New facilities
in quarantine

Generous
donations
made

Until the Haven is
ready (planned for
2018), this year we
transferred two large
males, Leuser, who

Furthermore, we
were very fortunate
to have received such
generous donations
of equipment, such

Newly constructed facilities for male orangutan intakes at
SOCP's Quarantine Centre. photo: Jami Tarris

Infant Citrawan eating a sugar cane at the Quarantine Centre's
'jungle school'. photo: Jami Tarris
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as a 'Speedy Breedy',
which acts as a
miniature laboratory
and can rapidly detect
a number of different
types of bacteria in
samples, an anesthetic
machine for use in
medical checkups
and surgeries, and
a digital x-ray plate,
which allows us to
take x-rays and see the
results immediately.
This in turn allows us
to provide fast and
accurate medical care
to the orangutans in
quarantine, something
particularly important
in emergency
situations. Towards
this, we also conducted
a number of intensive

Sultan playing with SOCP keeper Arista at the Quarantine Centre. photo: Jami
Tarris

treatments and
surgeries. For instance,
we removed a
2.6-kilogram abdominal
mass from five-year
old female Seroja.
Thankfully, it was
discovered on a prerelease medical exam,
just before she was
to be transported to
Jantho (see p. 3) to be
reintroduced to the
wild. She has since
fully recovered, and will
be going back to the
forest in 2017!
We were also
very fortunate to
have participated in
knowledge exchange
ventures with volunteer
veterinarians, medical
professionals, and

zookeepers from
around the world,
including SOCP staff
traveling to their sites
as well as theirs to
ours. There really are
too many people and
organizations to thank
in the space allotted
here, but Orangutan
Veterinary Aid (OVAID)
and the Darin Family
deserve special
mention for their
extended contributions
to quarantine in
2016. We are very
extremely thankful for
everyone's support
in helping make our
reintroduction work
such a success!

Seroja, a five-year old female orangutan, is set to go back to the forest in 2017. photo: SOCP
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Orangutan Haven
In 2016, we took
several important
steps towards the
long-cherished
realization of the
Orangutan Haven
project.
2016 was a busy
year at the Haven,
with first, assisted
by a technical team
from the University of
North Sumatra (USU),
topographic mapping
activities carried out so
that we have detailed
maps of the terrain.
In addition, we also
conducted fixedwing drone flights to
create incredibly high
resolution maps of
the 48-hectare site.
Based on these results,
a master plan for the
area was developed.
We have since cleared
1,800 meters for the
main arterial access
road, connecting the
site’s entry point with
the planned location
of the eight 'Orangutan
Islands'. Further, a
comprehensive plan

to construct a micro
hydropower plant was
completed, which
is expected to be
operational by the
end of this 2017, is
foreseen to generate
approximately 5,000
watts. This will cover
much of the Haven’s
power needs, created
on-site with clean
and renewable energy
– with the plan
being to to install a
solar energy system
to supplement the
system. As Indonesia
and indeed the world
is facing growing
shortages of fossil
energy resources, it is
becoming ever more
important to foster the
use of truly sustainable,
renewable energy. We
have also established
a bamboo treatment
centre on-site at the
Haven, as we will need
a great amount of this
amazing ecological
construction material
for the construction
of bridges and other
facilities, such as the
ecology centre and the
restaurant. Bamboo

production is being
managed by a group of
local people from the
surrounding villages,
who are assisted and
trained by experts from
YEL. In 2017 we are very
much looking forward
to the realization one
of the Haven’s planned
signature infrastructure
developments, a 26meter bamboo bridge.
Similar in fashion to our
Ecolodge’s restaurant,
the 'Kapal Bambu'
(Bamboo Ship), the
bridge will be built
with our own treated
bamboo. Last but
not least, with the
results of a detailed
water table analysis,
we decided the
model of the layered
safety moats that will
surround the eight
planned 'Orangutan
Islands'. These artificial
islands will provide a far
more acceptable and
naturalistic environment
for our permanent
resident orangutan
individuals, as
compared to the cages
they currently occupy at
our quarantine.

Aerial shot of the former rice field, where the 'Orangutan
Islands' will be developed. photo: Lukas Zollinger

Clearing for the main arterial access road. photo: Lukas Zollinger
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Batang Toru
2016 has again
been a busy and
productive year
for our work
towards the
protection and
management
of the unique
upland forest of
Batang Toru in
Tapanuli.
Our botanical field
survey team has spent
much time conducting
surveys in remote
parts of the Batang
Toru Ecosystem,
especially scaling all
the higher mountain
areas in search of
orchids, nepenthes
and figs. We hope to
develop a series of
field guidebooks, as the
results of these surveys
have been phenomenal.
At our field station in
the forest, observations
of the unique Tapanuli
orangutans have been
ongoing, with a number
of students carrying
out fieldwork there as
Infant Tapanuli orangutan swaying through the trees. photo: Tim Laman

well. Additional primate
and vegetation surveys
have been carried
out near the Sarulla
Valley as part of a
long-term monitoring
study, where a large
geothermal project is
being developed on the
borders of the West
Batang Toru forest
block.

Protection still
not complete
The battle continues
to safeguard one of the
most important areas
of the Batang Toru
forest from destructive
development
plans, with a huge
hydrodam planned
in the area with the
highest densities
of the remaining
Tapanuli orangutans.
This lowland area
is extremely rich in
biodiversity and has
the highest densities
of wildlife, with 15
mammal species
that are considered
Critically Endangered,
Endangered or

Vulnerable under
the IUCN Red List
encountered here.
Unfortunately, this
crucial forest area is
still designated as
farmland, even though
it consists of steep
slopes covered with
primary forest!

Two forest
blocks getting
reconnected
A new exciting
programme and
investigation has
started focusing on the
potential to develop
a wildlife and forest
corridor between
the East and West
Batang Toru forest
blocks to reconnect
these areas to enable
exchange of genetic
materials between
these populations
that have become
separated. This will be
extremely important to
ensure the long-term
survival of the Tapanuli
orangutans, of which
only an estimated 800
individuals remain.
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Ecosystem
boundaries on
the way
Our education and
socialization team
has finalized further
intense awareness
roadshows in several
sub-districts in North
Tapanuli, focusing on
village presentations

and discussions on the
new protected status
which most of the
Batang Toru forest has
received, as well as
the protected status
of wildlife species.
And most importantly,
we have been working
intensively with the
Forestry Department
on the development
of incorporating

ecosystem boundaries
for the new Forest
Management Unit
that will need to be
established for the
Batang Toru forest in
the near future.

Bright red colours stand out against a sea of green at the edge of the Batang Toru forest. photo:
Gabriella Frederiksson

A beautiful orchid, Anoectochilus longicalcaratus. photo: Ronald Siagian
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Tripa Peat Swamp Forest
The Tripa Peat
Swamp Forest
is an important
ecosystem whose
management
needs to be
addressed. As
a first step, the
Government
of Aceh has
designated
a portion of
its status as
Protected Area.
2016 was another
busy year for YEL
in Tripa. Several
activities were
carried out, amongst
others: a campaign
of education and
awareness, mapping
and regular monitoring
of the region, settling
conflicts between
orangutans and the
local people around
the area and continuing
to strengthen
relationships with
the community and
government. In order to
strengthen the status

and management of
the protected areas,
specific guidelines are
needed.
In 2016, the
Government of
Aceh through its
Environmental Impact
Management Agency
(BAPEDAL) has
compiled documents of
Strategic Environmental
Assessment (SEA) for
Tripa Peat Swamp
Forest. This was
developed with
assistance from YEL
under a grant from
TFCA Sumatra, through
several phases of
activities, including
local (village) level
socialization, district,
provincial and national
levels. The aim is to
carry out the SEA
of the Tripa region,
and incorporate
environmental
and sustainability
considerations in
the preparation of
policies, plans and
programmes regarding
its management. The
SEA process allows
for examining the

effects of policy on the
environment as well as
analysing environmental
trends.

Collection of
long-term data
In addition to
actively assisting in
the realization of
Tripa’s SEA, after the
closure of canals
and conducting an
in-depth peat depth
study, in 2016 YEL
installed sophisticated
instruments for
monitoring local
climate patterns and
water levels in both
the forested areas
as well as those
areas cultivated as
oil palm plantation.
The collected longterm data will help in
improving restoration,
rehabilitation and
protection efforts at
Tripa. Our goal is to
make Tripa a model
for peat conservation
projects around the
world. As with all of
our projects, our work

at Tripa always involve
the local community
in its implementation.
Thus, an additional
purpose of our direct
conservation activities
is to educate and
provide training to local
communities, so that
they too understand
the processes at work,

and are empowered
to be able to take
action and assist in the
conservation of their
own environment.

A blocked drainage canal in Tripa. photo: Graham Usher
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Environmental Education
In 2016, The
Bohorok
Environmental
Education Centre
(PPLH Bohorok)
together with
the Ecofarming
Centre further
extended its
educational
activities amongst
Sumatran
communities.
New education
staff were employed
to develop education
resources and
maintain relationships
with teachers, local
government and the
local community.
Much focus was put
towards developing our
staff capacity to the
highest level, which
involved revising our
vision and mission,
completing in-house
training sessions
for PPLH staff and
facilitators, and study
visits to the PPLH
Seloliman and PPLH

Puntondo, where we
observed and shared
ideas about approaches
to schools and
community education.
We also worked
to build capacity
externally through
building relationships
with the Environmental
Bureau of North
Sumatra, Binjai City and
Langkat District. We
visited various schools
in Medan, Binjai and
Langkat to socialise
our centre, educational
programmes and
new book on tropical
rainforests.
Indonesia has a
national environmental

Collaboration
with Adiwiyata
programme for schools
called Adiwiyata.
We have focused
on working with
Adiwiyata schools
this year as they
are environmentally
minded schools and
our work supports the

programme. We have
also been pleased to
host visits to Bohorok
and Orangutan Haven
(see p. 7) from local
and international
schools.
In 2016, we
welcomed 884
students to learn
about the natural
environment and
conservation. The team
also actively supported
the community
awareness programme
in our Sikundur and
Suaq Balimbing
Monitoring Stations
(see p. 4).
As an integral part
of PPLH Bohorok, the
Ecofarming Centre
is becoming more
and more attractive
both for producers
and consumers alike,
thanks to increased
awareness towards the
negative impact caused
by chemical synthesis
in conventional farming
practices. Demand for
organic food products
thus fortunately
continues to rise.

School visit from Bukit Lawang Trust. photo: Jonas Landolt

Ecolodge staff during their annual 'fun games' event. photo:
Jonas Landolt
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Training of
Trainers
Despite Indonesia
already setting out
standards with the
Indonesian National
Standard (SNI) for
Organic Farming
Systems, there are
still many individual
farmers as well as
agricultural companies,
who even do not know
about their existence.
Therefore, Ecofarming
Centre has continued
its efforts in conducting
'Training of Trainers'
in order to advance
knowledge about
organic farming within
Indonesia’s farming

Natural compost production with fermented pineapple. photo: Yenni Lucia

community. Thanks to
a generous grant by
the Consulate General
of Japan, we extended
the Centre’s facilities
substantially, notably
adding a library, a home
compost production
centre, a post-harvest
processing storage
and a biogas system.
Only with these
important additions,
the Ecofarming
Centre is able to offer
these comprehensive
courses.

discussions, and
hands-on practice.
Participants actively
participate for a
smooth and successful
training. Dissemination
and implementation
will continue in 2017
and beyond, increasing
the number of people
who practice organic
farming.

The methodical
approach in this
training consists of a
combination of indoor
and outdoor activities,
presentations, open

Group discussion during in-house training for Ecolodge staff. photo: PPLH
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Ecolodge Bukit Lawang
Our Ecolodge
enhanced its
efforts in being
a role model
for sustainable
tourism.
After the year 2015
culminated in our
unique restaurant,
'Kapal Bambu’s',
completion, we again
added some facilities
to the Ecolodge in 2016.
We have constructed
two bamboo houses,
called 'Rimba' (Jungle),
which can host up to
seven people each,
mainly appealing to
backpackers and those
looking for a more
rustic experience.
Built with the help of
local people with our
own treated, locally
sourced bamboo, the
lodges demonstrate
how this sustainable
construction material
can be used instead
of conventional
materials. It is our
hope that others begin
to replicate this same
building method, which

is both environmentally
friendly and visually
appealing. Furthermore,
in response to an
often-expressed wish
by guests, we have
now made hot water
available for those who
book a room in the
Hornbill complex.
In 2016 the Ecolodge
had 10,548 rooms
booked, of which 83%
were generated by
tourists from abroad.
In continuing to
support sustainable
tourism in Bukit
Lawang, the Ecolodge
has strengthened
its cooperation with
the PPLH Bohorok.
Assisted by expert
volunteers, a bird
watching programme
was developed in order
to promote alternative
tourism within the
local guide community.
The bird watching
activities thus have an
educational role for
visitors, but also for the
people living in Bukit
Lawang – so that the
focus is extended from
being largely centred

around orangutan
viewing. We are eager
to go on along this
path and are motivated
to develop more
alternative tourism
offers. The cooperation
with the local
community, the PPLH
and the Ecofarming
Centre yields great
potential for new ideas
on how to improve
hospitality, food and
tours offered by the
Ecolodge.

One of the new beautiful 'Rimba' (jungle) lodges. photo: Bobi
Chandra

In 2017, we plan
to focus on the
renovation of exsisting
rooms using bamboo.
In this process, a
characteristic design
will be added to all
facets of the Ecolodge.
With the employment
of a new chef, the
Ecolodge also wants to
delight our guests and
attract more domestic
guests by providing a
fresh and innovative
Indonesian cuisine,
supported by traditional
western dishes.

The upper floor can accommodate up to four people. photo:
Bobi Chandra
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Financial Report
IDR

Balance Sheet

2016

Statement of Activities
Incomes

Assets
Cash & Cash Equivalent
Account Receivables

14,418,602,846.47
598,159,299.02

Prepaid Expenses

130,000,000.00

Immobile Fixed Assets

556,649,000.00

Total Assets

15,703,411,145.49

Liabilities & Shareholders’ Equity:

From Donations

17,513,665,059.48

Total Income

17,513,665,059.48

Project Cost
Head office in Medan

Accurals / Balance carried forward
Foundation's members fund
Other Funds
Total Liabilities & Shareholder's Equity

2016

15,702,411,145.49
1,000,000.00
15,703,411,145.49

Education Division
Conservation Division
Humanitarian & Business Division
Total Project Costs
Surplus

1,135,727,657.99
818,181,104.42
15,308,343,826.32
17,262,252,588.73
251,412,471.00

Board and Management
Board of Founders

Tracey Yani
Harjatanya

Regina Frey

Samuel Frey

Stefanie Frey

Ian Singleton

Board of Executives

Sofyan Tan

Diana Kosmanto

Kusnadi Oldani

Heli Lie

Ian Singleton

Suherry Aprianto

Chairman

Executive Secretary

Deputy Secretary

Finance

Director of
Conservation

Senior Advisor

List of Supporters 2016
• Animal Friends Insurance Service

• One Million Women

• Ape Tag AZA Ape TAG Conservation Initiative

• Orangutan Crisis Foundation

• Arcus Foundation

• Orangutan Conservancy

• Atlanta Fulton County Zoo

• Orangutan Outreach

• Auckland Zoo

• Orangutan Veterinary Aid (OVAID)

• Beach State School

• PanEco Foundation

• Body Shop International

• Portland AAZK

• Bournemouth University

• Prince Bernhard Nature Fund

• Chester Zoo

• ProWildlife e.V.

• Consulate General of Japan

• Rainforest Trust

• Dalla Corte s.r.l

• RAW Wildlife Encounters

• Darin Family

• Sampoerna Academy

• Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust

• SavingSpecies

• Earth4Orangutans

• Scholl Foundation

• Fort Wayne Children's Zoo

• Stichting Monkey Business

• Global Conservation

• Sumatran Orangutan Society

• Global Federation of Animal Sanctuaries

• Symphasis Foundation

• HAWCS Habitat And Wildlife Conservation Society

• The Orangutan Project

• Indianapolis Zoological Society

• Tropical Forest Conservation Action (TFCA) - Sumatra

• Liverpool John Moores University

• University of Zurich

• Living Planet Productions

• US Fish and Wildlife Service

• LUSH Handmade Natural Cosmetics

• VegVoyages

• Mohamed bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund

• Zoo de la Boissière du Doré

• National Geographic Society

• Zoological Society of Philadelphia
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