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Editorial
Diversity at the 
lunch table

We are sitting together at the lunch table in the 
PanEco office in Berg am Irchel – a tradition since 
the beginnings of the foundation in 1996. Last 
year we celebrated 20 years of PanEco and 60 
years of the bird of prey sanctuary. Here in the old 
school building PanEco began its activities which, 
at first, were focused entirely on setting up the 
new Sumatran Orangutan Conservation Program-
me SOCP. A few years later the nature education 
work began in the Zurich Weinland region with 
our application to the Municipality of Flaach and 
the Canton of Zurich to establish and run a nature 
centre connected with the renaturation of the 
Thur. At the same time in 2004 the tsunami hit 
Aceh: a terrible bombshell, which really hurled us 
to another dimension. In partnership with Caritas 
Switzerland, our partner foundation YEL in  
Sumatra and Swiss Solidarity we built a hospital 
in Aceh. Suddenly we grew strongly and had to 
develop a new focus for our activities, both in 
Indonesia and also in Switzerland.

Then in 2009 our application was accepted: 
PanEco was commissioned to set up and run the 
Thurauen Nature Centre. It opened in 2011 and, 
at the same time, the Berg am Irchel Bird of Prey 
Sanctuary came under the umbrella of the  
foundation. We again faced major challenges – 
which are still keeping us busy today.

The story of these many years, the diversity of 
our projects, is reflected here at the lunch table. 
There are nearly 20 of us because the team from 
the Thurauen Nature Centre are also our guests 
today. Andi Lischke, Director of the Bird of Prey 
Sanctuary, is talking with Amber Gooijer, a trainee 
from the team at the nature centre. There are also 
some new faces again today: a volunteer working 
at the bird of prey sanctuary and our new staff 
member doing compulsory community service 
who, in the office, categorises the many pictures 
which come in nearly every day. Yes, a good half 
of the people at the table are either doing  
compulsory community service, are volunteers 
or trainees – what would we do without them? 
People doing compulsory community service and 
volunteers are also involved in our projects in Indo-
nesia, carrying out qualified work which we could 
otherwise not afford to do. 

We support students with their bachelor’s or 
master’s theses with contents that have a connec-
tion with our projects in Indonesia.

Petra Zajec, director of the nature centre, is 
discussing with Irena Wettstein, our Head of 
Communication. They are talking about the new 
exhibition in the nature centre which was concei-
ved last autumn: «Floodplain forest and rainforest 
diversity – how much longer?» After five years 
of operations, the Thurauen Nature Centre has 
developed its own strong identity: it was the right 
time to show the foundation in its entirety and to 
point out our involvement in the tropical rainforest 
in Sumatra. For this it was a good idea to make 
the fascinating comparison between the  
floodplain forest at home and the distant  
rainforest. The focus is on our close relatives, 
the Sumatran orangutans, and the reasons for 
the destruction of their habitat. Palm oil, which is 
used in so many of our food and washing products 
and cosmetics, is the main cause of rainforest 
clearings. People often talk about sustainable palm 
oil: does this really exist? Last year PanEco left 
the RSPO, the Roundtable on Sustainable Palm 
Oil, because in our view the RSPO in its current 
form is no longer credible, it has degenerated into 
«greenwashing». On the burning issue: «How can 
I purchase palm oil-free products?» a game station 
is being set up in the restaurant Rübis&Stübis.

In nature, diversity means biodiversity, diversity 
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of species. PanEco has taken this as a model 
because diversity makes us strong, and enables 
a holistic approach. We do what we do best and 
create networks with others that have different 
strengths. Over many years a global network of 
partnerships has developed. Networks link people 
together, prevent falls and help to seize opportu-
nities. But sometimes it is also necessary to let 
go of projects at the right moment in order to be 
able to concentrate on the core business. As of 
1.1.2017, the Rübis&Stübis restaurant was  
therefore leased to the newly founded 
Rübis&Stübis cooperative society, a regionally 
established partner with specialist competences in 
the field of gastronomy.

The lunch table empties. Some have already gone 
back to work, others are playing table tennis  
outside in the square. We round off the meal with 
a cup of Orang Utan Coffee! It is the right moment 
to thank all of you for your support. You make our 
programmes possible and play a key role in ensu-
ring that diversity in nature – which is crucial for all 
life on earth – remains preserved.

 

Regina Frey, founder Beat Schumacher,   
and president managing director 
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Where is PanEco involved?
What drives us?

     Involvement Involvement   

  Our short animated film:
      PanEco’s involvement explai-

ned in three minutes! 
http://paneco.ch/en/film

y
y

Environmental educa-
tion for children and 
adults and cooperation 
in research projects.

Care and return to the wild of 
weak or sick birds of prey and 
owls, breeding of found young 
birds.

Holistic conservation 
programme for Sumatran 
orangutans and their 
habitat, the tropical 
rainforest.

Joint programme of Pan-
Eco, its partner foundation 
YEL and the Indonesian 
forestry authority.

 

Environmental edu-
cation for children 
and adults.

Environmental  
education for 
school classes,  
tourists and the 
local population.

Accommodation for 
international tourists and 
offers in the area of  
eco-tourism.

Visitor centre with ex-
hibition and adventure 
path  in Flaach.

Environmental 
education centres 

(UBZ) and 
 EcolodgesThurauen Ranger  

Service

Foundation 
mission of  
PanEco
The mission of the foundation is to promote 
ecological balance and social stability, in  
particular by setting up, managing and 
financing projects, institutions and education 
programmes to promote nature conserva-
tion, environmental protection and eco-
farming in Switzerland and abroad, especially 
in Indonesia.

In Switzerland and abroad the PanEco Found-
ation therefore campaigns to ensure that ...

R ...nature is conserved in all its diversity.

R ...people are responsible and attentive      
      when dealing with the environment.

R ...the welfare of the local people is                                                                                                                                               
      promoted as an indispensable element of                                                                                                                                               
      sustainable nature conservation and                                                                                                                                              
      environmental protection.

R ...the causes of climate change are                                                                                                                                              
       tackled.

Rescue and  
rehabilitation station:

Care for and breeding of 
evacuated or formerly 
captured orangutans.

Reintroduction 
stations in Jantho and 

Jambi:

Reintroduction of 
healthy orangutans 
to the wild in nature 

reserves.

Protection and con-
servation of tropical 

rainforest:

Information and cam-
paign work, lobbying 
and promotion of law 

enforcement.

Research stations in 
Jantho, Sikundur, Suaq 

and Batang Toru:

Orangutan behaviour 
research and biodiversity 

monitoring.

Berg am Irchel 
Bird of Prey  
Sanctuary

Thurauen  
Nature  
Centre

http://paneco.ch/film
http://paneco.ch/film
http://paneco.ch/film
http://paneco.ch/film
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In 1996 the PanEco Foundation was founded in the Zurich 
Weinland region. The foundation’s goal has always been 
the same: protection of endangered animals and habitats 
and also promotion of environmental education in  
Switzerland and Indonesia. To achieve this, PanEco runs 
its own programmes, works on joint programmes together 
with local partners and supports related organisations with 
expertise and funding.

Performance report 
Organisation & team

Organisational structure 
PanEco considers it very important to use its staff 
and financial resources efficiently. The 
professional project partners of many years and 
also dedicated and broadly qualified staff enable 
lean administration at the place of business.

The PanEco office is located in Berg am Irchel in 
the Zurich Weinland region. The two Swiss  
programmes, the Berg am Irchel Bird of Prey 
Sanctuary and the Thurauen Nature Centre, are 
in the same or a neighbouring community. In 
Indonesia, PanEco runs the Sumatran Orangutan 
Conservation Programme and supports three 
environmental education centres on Sumatra, Java 
and Sulawesi.

PanEco runs the Thurauen Nature Centre (on 
behalf of the Canton of Zurich) and the Berg am 
Irchel Bird of Prey Sanctuary. The Sumatran Oran-
gutan Conservation Programme SOCP initiated 
by PanEco is a joint programme of PanEco, its 
local partner organisation YEL and the Indonesian 
Nature Conservation Authority. The people res-
ponsible for the nature centre and the bird of prey 
sanctuary are part of the small management team 
of the PanEco office.

 
 
Project management 
For its project management and project  
controlling, PanEco complies with the ZEWO 
guidelines and also internationally accepted quality 
standards. The financial statement is drawn up 
according to the principles of Swiss GAAP FER 21 
for charitable non-profit organisations (NPOs). 
 
Employees 
In the reporting year the PanEco Foundation had 
28 permanent employees in Switzerland and six 
in Indonesia – most of them working part-time. 
Via the partner foundation YEL, another 80 people 
work for PanEco on Sumatra.

The permanent employees were supported by a 
total of 22 people doing their compulsory  
community service and also four trainees.The 
nature centre and the bird of prey sanctuary have 
teams of volunteers whose members support the 
programmes if necessary during larger occasions 
and for various tasks which arise.

 
Board of trustees 
The supreme body of PanEco is the board of  
trustees. It has overall responsibility at the  
strategic level and it is responsible for determining 
the strategic alignment and appointing the  
management board of PanEco. The board of  
trustees approves the annual financial statement 
and the annual budget. It sat four times in 2016 
and approved project expenditure of over five 
million Swiss francs.

Picture below, from left to right: Claudia Lutz 
(psychologist), Dr Adriano Viganò (lawyer), Dr Uma 
Grob (surgeon), Dr Barbara Dubach (environmen-
tal economist), Regina Frey, chair of the board of 
trustees (biologist), Karin Koch (financial advisor), 
Samuel Frey (creative artist). Missing in the picture 
is Margret Hotz, who unfortunately passed away in 
March 2017. Our heartfelt condolences go out to 
those she has left behind.

       Performance Report Team

Team PanEco Statuts of April 2017

PanEco office, Berg am Irchel Thurauen Nature Centre, Flaach Sumatran Orang- 
utan Conservation 
Programme, Medan 

Beat Schumacher 
Managing Director

 
Marcel Etterlin 

Head of Finance/IT

 Esther Kettler 
Consultant for  

accounting

 Irena Wettstein 
Head of  

Communications

 Nicole Bosshard 
Trainee  

Communication

 
Reto Urech 

Head of Fundraising

 
Eberhard Dilger 

Fundraising

 
Dominique Bärtschi 

Fundraising

 
Heribert Rappolt 

Caretaker

 
Ramona Skozilas 
Trainee Thurauen 

Nature Centre 

 
Cornelia Jenny 

Employee Thurauen  
Nature Centre

 
Petra Zajec 

Manager Thurauen  
Nature Centre

 
Maria Rohrer 

Trainee Thurauen 
Nature Centre

 
Amber Gooijer 

Trainee Thurauen 
Nature Centre

 
Graham Usher 
Head of Habitat  

Protection

 Matthew Nowak 
Head of Research/

Monitoring

 
Gabriella Fredriksson
Programme coordina-

tor for Batang Toru

 
Ian Singleton 

Manager of SOCP

 
David Dellatore 

Programme Manager

 
Andi Lischke

Manager Bird of  
Prey Sanctuary

 
Leana Zoller

Trainee Bird of  
Prey Sanctuary

Bird of Prey Sanctuary, Berg am Irchel Ranger Service Thurauen

 
Tobias Ryser 

Ranger

 
Annemarie  
Brennwald 

Ranger

 
Simon Fuchs

Deputy Manager, 
Ranger
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 «In 2016 the Berg am Irchel Bird 
of Prey Sanctuary was also able to 
achieve outstanding results with its 
care activities. We were able to re-
lease 81% of the patients delivered 
to us, which is a top result in an 
international comparison.

Andreas Lischke,  
Director of the Berg am Irchel Bird of Prey 
Sanctuary

Project objectives in 2016
R Raise awareness of the problems of the 

birds of prey and environmentally sound  
behaviour in everyday life among various 
target groups

R Maintaining the outstanding results  
achieved with the care activities in previous 
years

R Continuous optimisation of the care quality 
and therefore an increase in the success 
rate of care

R Building up the offer of individual bird  
sponsorships

R Celebrating the 60-year anniversary of the 
bird of prey sanctuary

Project budget for 2016
CHF 232,000.– 

Outlook
In 2017 a trainee will be supporting the team 
at the bird of prey sanctuary. This will increase 
the reliability of operations and stability. We are 
also awaiting the arrival of the next generation: 
the Ural owl couple which arrived in 2016 are 
part of a reintroduction programme and are 
expected to breed for the first time in the 
spring of 2017.

»

In 108 guided tours, the bird of prey 
sanctuary welcomed 3,100 visitors in 
2016.

3100

8 | Berg am Irchel Bird of Prey Sanctuary

103

Berg am Irchel, Bird of Prey Sanctuary

Where birds learn to fly again
The habitat of birds of prey and owls is becoming increasingly 
restricted on account of various influences. The Berg am Irchel Bird 
of Prey Sanctuary campaigns for the wellbeing and continued  
existence of these birds in many different ways. It takes in injured 
or weak birds of prey and owls, looks after them until they are 
healthy and sets them free again. It also tells people of all ages 
about the needs of these animals.

174In 2016 a total of 103 individual bird 
sponsorships were concluded. 

In 2016 a total of 174 patients 
were looked after until healthy 
and then released again into the 
wild.

http://paneco.ch/greifvogelstation/
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 «In 2016 the popular special  
exhibition ‘Grass snake’ came to an 
end. At the same time we gave the 
starting signal for a new special  
exhibition on the theme of ‘Flood-
plain forest and rainforest’. We hope 
this will delight even more people 
than the last one.

Petra Zajec,  
Manager of the Thurauen Nature Centre

In 2016, the team of the Thurauen Nature 
Centre welcomed 9,681 visitors.9681

Project objectives in 2016
R Enable people to experience nature directly 

and therefore appreciate nature with its 
unique flora and fauna

R Inform the population about the renaturation 
of the Thur and explain about the protection 
ordinance

R Implementation of all planned public events
R Reorganisation of the team of permanent 

employees and training of three trainees as 
excursion leaders

R Conception and funding of the new special 
exhibition

R Development of the new school offer

    «Woodpecker workshop»

Project budget for 2016
CHF 445,000.– 

Outlook
The new special exhibition «Floodplain forest 
and rainforest diversity: how much longer?» 
will open in 2017. In the summer there will 
also be a technical innovation for visitors to the 
Thurauen floodplain: from June the area can be 
discovered using an app.

»

10 | Thurauen Nature Centre

Thurauen Nature Centre

More nature for everyone
The Thurauen Nature Centre is the gateway to the biggest  
floodplain conservation area in the Swiss Plateau. For visitors 
to the Thurauen floodplain, the centre is the contact point for all 
information about the nature reserve, renaturation and possible 
excursions. In the interactive exhibition and on the adventure path 
people of all ages can immerse themselves in the habitats of a 
vibrant floodplain and become familiar with several typical animals 
and plants. The nature centre supported by the Canton of Zurich 
also offers a wide range of public events, guided tours and  
workshops for school classes, adults and families.

103 school classes (and therefore a 
total of 2,049 pupils) took part in 
 a guided tour in 2016.

103 283 The team accompanied 283 groups in an 
excursion through the Thurauen 
floodplain or on a guided tour through the 
exhibition.

http://paneco.ch/naturzentrum-thurauen/
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 «With the lease of the restaurant 
to the Rübis&Stübis cooperative 
society, an era came to an end in 
2016 and a new one began on 1  
January 2017. With a lot of hard 
work we are endeavouring to con-
tinue the tried and trusted concept, 
to refine it and to delight our guests 
with honest and local cuisine.

Thassilo Rath  
Manager of the restaurant Rübis&Stübis

Annual objectives in 2016
R Indulge our varied clientele in a welcoming 

atmosphere and delight them with seasonal 
dishes

R Wherever possible use organic food from 
producers from the region

R Look for solutions so that the PanEco  
Foundation can focus more on its core 
business

Outlook
In 2017 the PanEco Foundation wants to 
continue to have very good, close and pro-
ductive cooperation with the new operator 
the Rübis&Stübis cooperative society and the 
management of the restaurant.

»

Restaurant Rübis&Stübis | 13

72% 72% of the products used in 
Rübis&Stübis come from the region.

Restaurant Rübis&Stübis

Fresh, regional, seasonal
The restaurant Rübis&Stübis has a wide range of guests: 
visitors to the Thurauen Nature Centre get their energy back 
after a discovery tour on the adventure path. Visitors to the 
public swimming baths can go to the restaurant to pick up 
an ice cream from the producer located directly on the other 
side of the river. And visitors to the campsite can treat  
themselves to a delicious dinner. Until the end of 2016 the 
restaurant was run by PanEco financially independently from 
the rest of the non-profit projects and, since January 2017, it 
has been leased out to the Rübis&Stübis cooperative society.

 «Every day a ranger is out and 
about in the Thurauen floodplain. 
We advocate a harmonious coexis-
tence between people and nature 
and check to see if there is compli-
ance with the protection ordinance. 
Respectful interaction with nature 
is important for us here.

Tobias Ryser,  
Assistant manager of the ranger service

Annual objectives in 2016
R Provide expert information to all interested 

visitors to the Thurauen floodplain about the 
flora, fauna and renaturation

R Where necessary, inform people looking for 
recreation about the protection ordinance

R Renewal of the agreement between the 
Canton of Zurich and the PanEco Foundation 
regarding the ranger service in the Thurauen 
floodplain

Project budget for 2016
CHF 117,000.–

Outlook
In 2017 the visitor guidance will be even clea-
rer and closer to nature. We also aim to double 
the number of guided tours by rangers and 
take measures to increase the number of junior 
rangers.  

»

12 | Ranger Service

650 In 2016 the ranger team held more than 650 
information discussions with visitors to the 
Thurauen floodplain.

Thurauen Ranger Service

Committed to nature
The Thurauen Ranger Service is responsible for information and 
supervision in the Thurauen floodplain conservation area. The 
ranger team gives information about the renaturation project, flora 
and fauna to people looking for recreation and checks compliance 
with the protection ordinance. The rangers’ involvement also 
includes environmental education. In cooperation with the nature 
centre they offer interested people the opportunity to take part 
in excursions in the area. The PanEco Foundation runs the ranger 
service on behalf of the Office for Nature Conservation of the 
Canton of Zurich. 
 

»
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 «The summer of 2016 was a par-
ticularly intensive period for us. In 
just a few months many seriously 
injured orangutans were brought to 
the station, including several full-
grown males and extremely young 
orangutans.

Dr. Yenny Saraswati,  
Chief veterinarian at the rescue and rehabilita-
tion station

  

In 2016, 25 orangutans were confiscated from 
illegal captivity or evacuated from palm oil 
plantations and taken to the station.

25

Project objectives in 2016
R Confiscation and care of all registered  

Sumatran orangutans
R Completion of the new, larger enclosure 

for male orangutans and relocation of two 
invalid patients to this new facility

R Completion of the renovation work on the 
isolation enclosures

R Construction of the most important main 
road through the Orangutan Haven

Projektbudget 2016
CHF 240,000.–

Outlook
In 2017 other enclosures will be renovated and 
the roof of the medical clinic will be repaired 
and, in part, replaced. In the Orangutan Haven 
the construction of islands is beginning as 
permanent accommodation for patients that 
can no longer be reintroduced to the wild. The 
management is also developing strategies for 
how SOCP can meet the new challenge of 
bringing in considerably more young and older 
male animals in the future.

»

14 | Sumatran Orangutan Conservation 
Programme SOCP

Sumatran Orangutan  
Conservation Programme 

Rescue & rehabilitation 
station
After confiscation, the rescue and rehabilitation station of the 
Sumatran Orangutan Conservation Programme is the first stop on 
the way to freedom. Here the Sumatran orangutans are examined 
and, if necessary, given medical treatment. As soon as possible 
they are socialised with other orangutans and learn everything 
they need to know for a later life in freedom. For invalid  
orangutans that can no longer live in freedom, the Orangutan 
Haven is currently being conceived and built together with our In-
donesian partner YEL. Here permanent patients are given a place 
to live with dignity and, at the same time, can enlist support for 
the protection of their fellow orangutans out in the wild.

From June to September 2016 alone, 
16 orangutans were brought to the 
rescue and rehabilitation station.

16 5 5 out of 16 of the orangutans that arrived 
in the summer of 2016 were seriously  
injured, full-grown males.

http://paneco.ch/sumatra-orang-utan-schutzprogramm/
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 «Reintroductions are very beautiful 
experiences. Depending on the cha-
racter of the orangutan in question, 
it will take more or less time until 
the animals feel safe in the rainfo-
rest and no longer need the connec-
tion with the reintroduction station. 
Our goal is to monitor the animals as 
completely as possible afterwards, 
which is a major challenge.

Dr. Ian Singleton,  
Director of the Sumatran Orangutan Conserva-
tion Programme

Project objectives in 2016
R Successful reintroduction to the wild of all 

orangutans in the Jantho station that have 
been transferred from the rescue and reha-
bilitation station and originally came from 
the province of Aceh

R Resumption of the reintroduction to the wild 
of orangutans in the Jambi station after a 
protracted approval procedure

R Construction of a new enclosure and staff 
house in the reintroduction station in Jantho

R  Introduction of the «rainforest school» for 
very young reintroduction candidates and 
successful reintroduction to the wild of the 
orangutan twin «Ganteng»

R Conception of the «satellite camps» and 
recruitment of four new employees in order 
to be able to monitor and study reintroduced 
orangutans that have settled far away from 
the station in Jantho

Project budget for 2016
CHF 166,000.–

Outlook
In 2017 it is planned that the «satellite camps» 
will start work. The reintroduction to the wild 
of orangutans in Jantho and Jambi is being 
continued and this practice is regularly impro-
ved and checked on the basis of a 5-year study 
in Jantho.

»

So far a total of 99 orangutans have been 
reintroduced to the wild in the Jantho 
Nature Reserve; these include the 21 from 
2016.

99

16 | Sumatran Orangutan Conservation 
Programme SOCP

In the Jambi Reintroduction Station in 
the Bukit Tigapuluh National Park 5 
orangutans were able to be released in 
2016 after a two-year break.

5 276 Since the Sumatran Orangutan Conser-
vation Programme was established, a 
total of 276 orangutans have been retur-
ned to the wild in protected rainforest.

Sumatran Orangutan  
Conservation Programme

Reintroduction stations
In the two reintroduction stations in the Bukit-Tigapuluh National 
Park in Jambi and the Jantho Nature Reserve, orangutans are 
carefully prepared for life in their natural environment. After being 
transported from the rescue and nursing station to the reintroduc-
tion stations, they are gradually released while being constantly 
observed. The behaviour and well-being of the animals that are 
reintroduced to the wild are also monitored after their successful 
reintroduction. The reintroduction of formerly captured orangutans 
means that new populations are established, which could serve as 
a reserve in the event of a wild population possibly dying out.

http://paneco.ch/sumatra-orang-utan-schutzprogramm/
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 «Thanks to our research results, 
we were able to prove in 2016 that 
instead of the assumed 6,500 Suma-
tran orangutans, 14,600 actually still 
exist. Unfortunately the decline in 
the population is huge. The situa-
tion for the Sumatran orangutans 
and their habitat is therefore more 
serious than ever! 
Matthew Nowak,  
Head of SOCP Research

Project objectives in 2016
R Continuation of the orangutan behaviour 

research in the four research stations
R Continuation of the data collection on the 

biodiversity and ecology of the rainforest, 
analysis and publication of the results

R Acceptance of national and international 
students in Suaq, Sikundur and Batang Toru 
and support for their field research

R Ascertainment of the distribution of the 
orangutans reintroduced to the wild in the 
Jantho National Park in an area of 16,000 
hectares around the Jantho Reintroduction 
Station

R Ascertainment and publication of the latest 
population figure of the Sumatran orangutan 
for the IUCN Red List

R Completion of the biodiversity study at the 
edge of the protection forest of Batang Toru 
on behalf of a company which wants to 
build a hydroelectric dam

Project budget for 2016
CHF 150`000.–

Outlook
In 2017 the various field research activities will 
be continued and three important scientific ar-
ticles will be published: a study on the effects 
of the seasonality of the forest on the behavi-
our of the orangutans, a groundbreaking article 
on the uniqueness of the Tapanuli orangutans 
in Batang Toru and an analysis of the now 
5-year-old practice of returning orangutans to 
the wild in Jantho.

»

At the «International Primatological Society» 
conference, which is very important for pri-
matologists, SOCP employees held 5 presen-
tations.

5

18 | Sumatran Orangutan Conservation 
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In 2016, 12 students from Switzerland, 
the USA, Great Britain and Indonesia 
supported our research activities.

12 16'000 16,000 hectares of rainforest 
around Jantho have been mapped 
in order to study the reintroduction 
to the wild of orangutans there.

Sumatran Orangutan  
Conservation Programme 

Research
Field research provides the basis for successfully reintroducing 
orangutans to the wild and protecting their natural habitat. Since 
the 1970s, scientists have been collecting and analysing scientific 
data on the ecology of the orangutans, on their behaviour and their 
habitat. All of the research stations are located in one of the four 
typical habitats of Sumatran orangutans.
Thanks to the findings gained from this research work, the conser-
vation programmes are able to be given a specific focus.

http://paneco.ch/sumatra-orang-utan-schutzprogramm/
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 «In 2016 we flew over large areas 
with our drones. This meant we 
could collect pictures which docu-
mented the state of the rainforest 
and illegal activities. With these 
pictures we provide the authorities 
with documentation material so that 
they can take action.

Graham Usher,  
Head of SOCP Habitat Protection

Project objectives in 2016
R Increased national and international campaign 

activities against the devastating new spatial 
planning law of the province of Aceh

R International campaign activities within the 
“Leuser Alliance” to protect the Leuser 
Ecosystem

R Drone flights to map and monitor rainforest 
areas and therefore support partners in the 
field of law enforcement

R Stop the geological analysis activities of a gold 
mine operator for a new location in the protec-
tion forest of Batang Toru

R With the help of the biodiversity study, 
prevent the hydroelectric power plant on the 
edge of the Batang Toru forest area

Project budget for 2016
CHF 40`000.–

Outlook
A new governor in Aceh is giving hope for the 
protection of the Leuser Ecosystem: the spatial 
planning law can be renegotiated. In the area 
of rainforest conservation we are also doing all 
we can to ensure that court decisions are ac-
tually implemented. The efforts to protect the 
forest area around Batang Toru will also have 
to be continued in 2017.

»

To prepare for the renaturation work in the 
former Kallista Alam palm oil concession area, 
drones flew over 1,600 hectares of cleared rain-
forest to record this land.

1600
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Rainforest conservation
The SOCP has an integrated approach to enable it to protect the 
endangered species of the Sumatran orangutan in the long term. 
With campaigns and lobbying, environmental education program-
mes, attendance of official committees and media relations, the 
population and authorities are made aware of the theme of rainfo-
rest and species conservation. In addition, local organisations are 
supported with extensive data, for example, in order to take legal 
action against illegal activities. In this way, further wood and palm 
oil concessions will be prevented or revoked, the protected areas 
will be expanded and the protection improved in already existing 
reserves. For this work the project team can rely on PanEco and 
YEL’s network, which has been set up over many years, in order to 
be able to exert more pressure together with other organisations.

At the start of 2016 
a company was fined 

250,000 dollars for illegal slash-and-
burn agriculture.

250`000 9 With the help of the «Leuser Alliance», 
with PanEco as a member, 9 local inha-
bitants filed a civil suit against the new 
spatial planning law of Aceh.

 

http://paneco.ch/sumatra-orang-utan-schutzprogramm/
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 «We are trying to ensure that the 
people who live around the Batang 
Toru rainforest understand better why 
the forest is valuable for the environ-
ment, which animals are under protec-
tion and why the orangutans and other 
species play an important role in the 
rainforest ecology. We want to con-
vince them to appreciate the rainforest 
for their own protection.

Gabriella Fredriksson ,  
Programme coordination for Batang Toru

Project objectives in 2016
R Extension of the training and awareness-

raising measures for newly arrived ethnic 
groups in the Batang Toru region

R Increasing the information activities in Swit-
zerland about the palm oil problem with the 
help of a newly produced animated short film 
and a modified presence at Zurich Zoo

R Bohorok Environmental Education Centre: 
establishment of a new environmental 
education programme for school classes, 
optimisation of the ecological focus of the 
newly built «Kapal Bambu» restaurant and 
completion of the backpackers’ accommo-
dation

R Seloliman Environmental Education Centre: 
continuation of the environmental education 
programmes and renovation of the Ecolodge 
bungalows and the reception

R Puntondo Environmental Education Centre: 
introduction of the PET bottle recycling 
project for the local village population and 
continuation of the environmental education 
programmes for school classes

Project budget for 2016
CHF120,000.–

Outlook
Continuation of the measures in the area of 
environmental education, information activities 
and campaign work.

»
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Environmental education, 
awareness-raising and 
information activities 

PanEco supports three environmental education centres (UBZ) on 
Sumatra, Sulawesi and Java. In the centres with affiliated Ecolod-
ges, school classes, groups of adults and also tourists learn about 
the rainforest habitat, organic farming and the endangered marine 
ecosystem, including how to protect these. In addition to these 
environmental education measures, awareness-raising and informa-
tion activities at the national and international level are an important 
cornerstone of our involvement. A project for raising awareness 
among the newly arrived Nias population group so they are aware of 
the need to protect the Batang Toru rainforest and the information 
activities to tell people in Switzerland about the palm oil problem are 
just two examples.

Our short animated film on 
the palm oil problem has 

been watched 21,793 times on YouTube and by 
many more people at Zurich Zoo.

21'793 10480 An inhabitant of Puntondo earns the 
equivalent of 10 centimes per kilo of 
collected old PET bottles sold to the 
environmental education centre.

Overall 480 local farmers attended a work-
shop of the Bohorok Environmental Education 
Centre on the theme of organic farming and 
how this can help maintain biodiversity in 
cultivated land.

http://paneco.ch/sumatra-orang-utan-schutzprogramm/
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For 20 years now the PanEco Foundation has been carrying 
out nature and species conservation and environmental 
education measures in Switzerland and Indonesia. Time 
and again the foundation has faced major challenges. The 
founder of the foundation and current President of the 
Board of Trustees Regina Frey and the Managing Director 
Beat Schumacher have spoken about this.

Interview 
Challenges: in the past 
and today

Which challenges did the foundation 
have to deal with when it was first 
established?

Regina Frey (RF): In 1996, right after it was 
founded, we moved with the foundation to the old 
school building in the village square in Berg am 
Irchel. An initial small challenge was that we were 
really freezing in the office during the first winter! 
My first employee Cornelia Jenny (editor’s note: 
employee at the Thurauen Nature Centre) and I 
worked with cold fingers. Although we did not 
freeze in Indonesia, genuine challenges awaited 
us there, however. For example, an agreement 
was drawn up for the Sumatran Orangutan 
Conservation Programme, and this was a major 
challenge which required a lot of time. While this 
was being done I realised that a local partner had 
to be present on-site who could carry out our 
projects efficiently: this led to the foundation of 
our partner organisation YEL, which from then 
on carried out the project work with a local team, 
strengthened by our PanEco employees, based on 
the agreement. Our biggest challenge at the time 
was undoubtedly finding a suitable location where 
the rescue and rehabilitation station (see pages 
14–15) could be set up.

Has PanEco had to deal with obstacles 
which initially seemed insurmountable 
in the last 20 years?

RF: Our most difficult moments in Indonesia 
were in 2003 and 2004, first of all a flash flood 
which buried the village of Bukit Lawang including 
around 600 people under a debris avalanche, and 
then, one year later, a tsunami which destroyed 
large parts of the province of Aceh with hundreds 
of thousands of people losing their lives or their 
homes and belongings. The workload to deal with 
a disaster of this size is overwhelming because 

it means suddenly facing a situation which has 
never occurred before. 
The second event which kept us busy for a long 
time was the opening of the Thurauen Nature 
Centre in Switzerland. Just getting the project 
started was challenging. Setting up an efficient 
and also economically sustainable operation 
proved a much greater challenge, however, and 
almost led to our undoing. But isn’t it always the 
case that, in the end, we grow with these challen-
ges? At the same time, the bird of prey sanctuary 
had to be integrated in the foundation because my 
mother (editor’s note: former Director of the Berg 
am Irchel Bird of Prey Sanctuary) wanted to put 
it into new hands because of her age. You see, 
we had to face more and more challenges. At this 
time, the board of trustees decided that PanEco 
had to become professionalised!

Beat Schumacher (BS): In 2013 I came to PanEco 
in order to restructure the foundation and adapt it 
to its growth: organisational structure, processes, 
strategies, priorities, staff and finances –  
everything was revised. Here it was important to 
create an efficient back office: the fundraising and 
communication activities were set up; the finance 
department was integrated in the foundation 
again. With all of these challenges the primary 
objective is to put the funding of the foundation on 
a broad basis up until 2017 and to secure this in 
the long term.

Which challenges are currently being 
faced by the bird of prey sanctuary 
and the Thurauen Nature Centre? 
 
BS: With the expansion of the infrastructure and 
under the direction of Andi Lischke came a high 
level of professionalisation which rapidly raised 
the level of awareness of the sanctuary and also 
increased the number of patients and visitors. 
The work done for native birds of prey and owls 
is very popular among the public, so the bird of 
prey sanctuary also has to meet increasingly high 
expectations. The requirements during everyday 
work activities such as the outbreak of avian flu in 
the autumn of 2016, for example, must also not 
be forgotten: taking quick and correct action  
becomes necessary in such cases. These initial 
situations and our demands for high quality  
assurance therefore also made it necessary to  
expand the team. One major challenge in the 
nature centre was to renew the performance 
agreements of the centre and also of the ranger 
service with the Canton of Zurich and of course to 
get the new special exhibition up and running. The 
latter in particular was possible only thanks to the 

great effort made by the team.

Which challenges are currently being 
faced by the Sumatran Orangutan 
Conservation Programme?

RF: The biggest challenge is the fact that the  
destruction of the rainforest, and therefore also of 
the orangutans, is increasingly coming from the  
powerful palm oil lobby. It is a race against time. 
Will there be enough time to conserve  
rainforest outside of the existing protected areas? 
It is important to ensure the continued existence of 
connected rainforest areas which provide important 
ecological services for the whole country. A second, 
more recent occurrence is that the conflicts of inte-
rest between wild animals and humans are coming 
increasingly to the fore: half-famished orangutans 
are becoming pests for farmers because of the 
increasing lack of food in the primeval forest.

BS: It must not be forgotten that we are receiving 
more and more orangutans in the rescue and reha-
bilitation station and we are therefore coming to the 
limits in terms of how many animals we can take in. 
With our increasingly high profile and the  
aggravation of the situation, more and more new 
orangutans are also coming to the station so we are 
working close to our capacity limits.

RF: Then there is also the rising number of male 
orangutans that are seriously injured when they 
come to the station and can no longer be  
reintroduced to the wild. As a consequence of this, 
we looked for a solution and are now in the process 
of setting up the Orangutan Haven, where the  
handicapped great apes will have a worthy habitat 

with enough freedom of movement on islands in 
former rice fields.

Where does the PanEco Foundation 
see itself in ten years?

RF: For me it would be particularly important for 
PanEco to deal even more intensively with the 
awareness-raising activities in Switzerland to tell 
people about the palm oil problem. In my opinion 
this work should not only be aimed at the general 
public – a certain part of it should also be lobbying 
work targeting key players on the market. If we 
take this route positively and constructively by 
creating incentives and not just denouncing those 
involved, then we will be heading in the right 
direction.

BS: My scenario for PanEco in ten years is as 
follows: a well-known, strong, well-connected and 
professional foundation which can raise its profile 
to an even greater extent in its core issues, nature 
and species conservation and environmental  
education, and makes even more of an impact.

RF: Ideas exist of working together with partners 
in the area of green business, as is already the 
case with Orang Utan Coffee. This means  
establishing a broad basis for long-term funding for 
the foundation and not only holding out our hand.

BS: Exactly, that fits in entirely with my ideas.
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PanEco is a foundation mostly financed by donations and it 
uses its funds for nature and species conservation and also 
environmental education in Switzerland and Indonesia.

The awareness-raising and information work is an  
important foundation mission of PanEco. The most 
important goal of the public relations work is to raise  
awareness in society of the need to protect endangered 
animals and habitats and to promote responsible and  
attentive interaction with the environment. The public  
relations work also provides the basis for finding new  
donors and maintaining existing relations. PanEco  
primarily finances its work with donations from private 
individuals and donor foundations. Only if there are  
sufficient and reliable funds is it at all possible to have  
charitable involvement.

Financial report
Commentary on the an-
nual financial statement 

Performance report
Public relations work 
and fundraising

ZEWO seal of approval

PanEco has had the ZEWO seal of 
approval since 2006. This proves 
that PanEco uses its donations for a specific 
purpose and effectively. Aid organisations with 
the ZEWO seal of approval are checked again 
every five years. Only if the requirements of 
the 21 standards are still met can the ZEWO 
seal of approval be granted for another five 
years. PanEco successfully passed this 
recertification in 2016.

Financial accounting and auditing
The financial statement was drawn up  
according to Swiss GAAP FER 21. The ac-
counts are checked by an independent auditing 
company. The financial outline included here 
is an abridged version of the audited 2016 ac-
counts. The detailed annual financial statement 
can be ordered from us.

Income
With revenues of more than CHF 4.89 million, 
PanEco was able to increase its income by 6.7% 
over the previous year. This is thanks to our group 
of very loyal and generous donors, who increased 
in number again in 2016. The network of charitab-
le foundations, private benefactors and the Canton 
of Zurich also help to put us on a sound financial 
basis.

Project expenses
PanEco basically uses its funds for the following 
three main projects:

– Sumatran Orangutan Conservation Programme, 
Indonesia;

– Berg am Irchel Bird of Prey Sanctuary, Switzer-
land;

– Thurauen Nature Centre in Flaach, Switzerland.

The use of earmarked donations was higher in 
the last financial year than in the previous year, 
but here it needs to be taken into consideration 
that these contributions are often connected with 
projects which run over several years.

Origin of the funds
A good half of our income comes from private 
donors. Another significant part is generated in 
projects. One example is revenue from guided 
tours and workshops in the nature centre and bird 
of prey sanctuary. Another important part comes 
from charitable foundations. The Thurauen Nature 
Centre is also given financial support by the Can-
ton of Zurich.

Use of funds for our three main
projects
The largest amount goes to the holistically  
designed Sumatran Orangutan Conservation 

Online communication and fundraising
The four websites of PanEco and its programmes 
are, with more than 130,000 clicks a year, an 
important platform for informing interested people 
and donors about our work. On the websites it is 
also possible to make a donation, conclude a  
sponsorship or register for an offer of the nature 
centre or the bird of prey sanctuary.
Via its web channels PanEco publishes an average 
of 10 news articles a month and sends a selection 
of these to its network once a month in the form 
of an e-newsletter. In the area of social media Pan-
Eco informs and interacts with a growing commu-
nity via the channels Facebook, Twitter, Google+, 
YouTube and Instagram.

Media relations
Last year PanEco was also able to put the 
foundation’s issues and its activities in various 
print, online, radio and TV media and therefore 
reach a lot of people. The best response was for 
the press releases on the theme of the duty of 
declaration for palm oil, the 60-year anniversary of 
the bird of prey sanctuary, the presentation of the 
“Trophée de femmes” award to Regina Frey and 
the poisoning of peregrine falcons.

Donation letters
The PanEco Foundation regularly sends letters to 

Programme in Indonesia.
 
This project not only builds up new populations of 
these endangered animals, it also protects their 
rainforest habitat and carries out research work. 
A smaller amount is spent to run the Thurauen 
Nature Centre in Flaach and the Berg am Irchel 
Bird of Prey Sanctuary. Only 16% of our funds 
are invested in administration, fundraising and 
communication.

Result
As in the previous years, PanEco is ending the 
year with a balanced result.

its supporters. The aim is to inform people about 
our work and the offers of our programmes and to 
ask the target group for donations for the  
programmes. Starting this year, we have  
deliberately chosen to not include free gifts in the 
mailings and we regularly check the economic 
viability of these measures. To tap new resources 
and balance out the natural fluctuation, PanEco 
endeavours to find new donors. For this purpose 
PanEco also writes to so-called third-party  
addresses and works together with external 
address agencies.

Membership and sponsorships
In 2016 many sponsors and members supported 
the long-term work of PanEco. Members of the 
Thurauen Nature Centre enjoy many advantages. 
At the same time, their membership fee repre-
sents a growing and reliable source of income for 
the nature centre.
Since last year, PanEco has also had two types of 
sponsorships available: as well as bird of prey and 
owl sponsorships there are also orangutan spon-
sorships. With their contribution, the sponsors do 
not only support an individual bird or orangutan, 
they support the entire programme.

Presentations and events
In the last year the PanEco Foundation has also 
raised awareness among the population for 
species and nature conservation issues in various 
events. The Thurauen Nature Centre has carried 
out 14 public events and the bird of prey sanctuary 
three.
With campaign stands at the species conservation 
days at Zurich Zoo and the PanEco anniversary  
celebrations, PanEco also informed people about 
the palm oil problem. PanEco employees also 
gave a total of ten presentations to varied  
audiences.

Use of funds for our three main  
projects

Origin of the funds
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Statement of operations PanEco
 31.12.2016 31.12.2015 Change

 CHF CHF

INCOME

Income from fund raising campaigns 3 501 839.94 3 104 454.15 13 %

Income from services rendered 1 390 898.25 1 480 410.60 –6 %

Operating income 4 892 738.19 4 584 864.75 7 %

EXPENDITURE ON SERVICES

Project expenditure

Environmental education Switzerland –1 795 046.17 –2 027 949.02 –11 %

Environmental education Indonesia –145 400.14 –104 281.88  39 %

Environmental protection Switzerland –448 448.38 –452 781.89 –1 %

Environmental protection Indonesia –2 254 787.77 –1 031 647.28 119 %

Partnerships and other projects –111 650.09 –45 474.71 146 %

Direct project expenditure  –4 755 332.55 –3 662 134.78 30 %

Centralized services

Communication and fund raising –262 300.37 –187 304.54 40 %

Administration  –214 276.66 –210 023.67 2 %

Total centralized services –476 577.03 –397 328.21 20 %

Total expenditure on services –5 231 909.58 –4 059 462.99 29 %

Operating result –339 171.39 525 401.76 –165 %

Financial income 92.10 262.92 –65 %

Financial expenses –4 580.16 –43 783.96 –90 %

Financial result –4 488.06 –43 521.04 –90 %

Extraordinary non-operating expenses/income –52 895.24 7 653.80 -791 %

Result before allocation and use of funds  –396 554.69 489 534.52 –181 %

Allocation –3 015 377.35 –2 191 238.12 38 %

Use 3 411 932.04 1 701 703.60 101 %

Result from restricted funds 396 554.69 –489 534.52 –181 %

Allocation 0.00 0.00 0 %

Use 0.00 0.00 0 %

Result from capital of the organisation 0.00 0.00 0 %

Result after allocation and use of funds 0.00 0.00 0 %

Balance sheet PanEco 

 31.12.2016 31.12.2015 Change

 CHF CHF

ASSETS

Current assets

Cash 926 906.17 1 088 822.51 –15 %

Trade accounts receivables  12 476.20 13 576.70 –8 %

Other accounts receivables 58 575.00 69 030.00 –15 %

Inventory 7 296.35 18 166.51 –60 %

Accrued Income  38 196.95 72 768.55 –48 %

Total current assets 1 043 450.67 1 262 364.27 –17 %

Non-current assets  1 035 166.86 4 044 156.67 –74 %

Assets 2 078 617.53 5 306 520.94 –61 %

LIABILITIES, FUNDS AND CAPITAL

Short-term liabilities

Liabilities 121 039.54 113 105.51 7 %

Accrued liabilities 258 640.90 258 923.65 0 %

Total short-term liabilities 379 680.44 372 029.16 2 %

Long-term liabilities

Loans 200 000.00 549 000.00 –64 %

Loans from related parties 1 166 000.00 3 656 000.00 –68 %

Total long-term liabilities 1 366 000.00 4 205 000.00 –68 %

Restricted Funds 294 596.12 691 150.81 –57 %

Capital of the organisation

Paid-in capital 10 000.00 10 000.00 0 %

Internally generated unrestricted operating funds 28 340.97 28 340.97 0 %

Total capital of the organisation 38 340.97 38 340.97 0 %

Liabilities, funds and capital 2 078 617.53 5 306 520.94 –61 %
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Statement of changes in capital
 Opening balance Allocation Use                       Closing balance

 1.1.2016   31.12.2016

RESTRICTED FUNDS

Environmental education Switzerland 53 209.44 675 463.39 –671 545.86 57 126.97

Environmental protection Switzerland 0.00 448 111.64 –448 111.64 0.00

Environmental education Indonesia 0.00 7 237.90 –7 237.90 0.00

Environmental protection Indonesia 617 592.22 1 884 564.42 –2 285 036.64 217 120.00

Other projects 20 349.15 0.00 0.00 20 349.15

Total restricted funds 691 150.81 3 015 377.35 –3 411 932.04 294 596.12

CAPITAL OF THE ORGANISATION

Paid-in capital 10 000.00 0.00 0.00 10 000.00

Internally generated unrestricted operating funds 28 340.97 0.00 0.00 28 340.97

Total capital of the organisation 38 340.97 0.00 0.00 38 340.97

Audit report
The annual financial statement for 2016 was audited on 3 
March 2017 by Consultive Revision AG. It complies with 
the law and the articles of association. The audit report 
and the entire annual financial statement can be ordered 
from our office or downloaded on our website.

Extract from the auditor’s report:
“(...) Based on our review, nothing has come to our at-
tention that causes us to believe that the annual financial 
statement does not give a true and fair view of the assets, 
financial position and results of operations in accordance 
with Swiss GAAP FER 21 or that it does not comply with 
the law and the articles of association. We also confirm 
compliance with the provisions of the ZEWO Foundation 
which must be checked according to the implementing 
provisions on Art. 12 of the regulation on the ZEWO seal 
of approval.”
Winterthur, 3 March 2017, Consultive Revisions AG, Urs Boner

Cash flow statement PanEco 

 31.12.2016 31.12.2015 Change

 CHF CHF

Result before allocation and use of funds –396 554.69 489 534.52 

Reversal of non-current items

Depreciation of non-current assets 3 008 989.81 425 060.82 

Change in net current assets items

(Increase) Decrease trade accounts receivables 1 100.50 10 883.60 

(Increase) Decrease other accounts receivables 10 455.00 58 209.00 

(Increase) Decrease inventory 10 870.16 –729.75

(Increase) Decrease accrued income 34 571.60 20 281.45

Increase (Decrease) liabilities 7 934.03 13 536.16 

Increase (Decrease) accrued liabilities –282.75 –4 549.10 

Cash flow from operating activities 2 677 083.66 1 012 226.70 164 %

(Investments) Disinvestments in fixed assets 0.00 318 000.00 

Cash flow used for investing activities 0.00 318 000.00 

Increase (Decrease) loans

Third parties –349 000.00 –1 861 000.00 

Related parties –2 490 000.00 1 046 000.00 

Cash flow used for financing activities –2 839 000.00 –815 000.00 248 %

Total cash flow –161 916.34 515 226.70 –131 %

Increase Cash and cash equivalents

Cash and cash equivalents as of 1 January 1 088 822.51 573 595.81 

Increase (Decrease) Cash and cash equivalents –161 916.34 515 226.70 

Cash and cash equivalents as of 31 December 926 906.17 1 088 822.51 –15 %
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2016 in pictures

14 January
Cold and snow ensure 
intense activity in the 
Berg am Irchel Bird of 
Prey Sanctuary at the 
start of the year: many 
hungry birds recover with 
our care.

23 February
The team of permanent 
employees at the nature 
centre is joined by three 
trainees and a member of 
staff doing his compul-
sory community service: 
Nicole, Sonja, Luis, Nils.

28 February
After information provided 
by PanEco and its part-
ners, a palm oil company 
is made to pay a large 
fine for activities including 
illegal clearances in the 
region of Tripa.

10 March
The starting signal is given for 
the detailed planning for the 
satellite camps. This means 
that orangutans that have 
settled deep in the forest of 
Jantho can also be observed.

14 May
In 1956 the bird of prey 
sanctuary was found-
ed – 60 years later the 
anniversary is celebra-
ted publicly with many 
friends and supporters.

8 May 
In bright sunshine on the 
open day the public is 
invited to come and visit 
the nature centre and the 
special exhibition.

10 June
A Harris’ hawk of a 
falconer in the Berg am 
Irchel Bird of Prey Sanc-
tuary: what a remarkable 
patient!

8 June
A new article which prohi-
bits RSPO members from 
being critical is the final 
straw: PanEco cancels 
its membership of the 
«Roundtable on Sustainab-
le Palm Oil» (RSPO).

1 July
A court convicts a pigeon 
breeder who tried to 
poison a peregrine falcon.

2 September
After 2.5 months of care, 
a pair of sibling barn owls 
can be released into the 
wild, well nourished and 
strengthened. 

7 October
How is compost made? 
How can sunlight be used 
to cook? In workshops in 
the Bohorok Environmen-
tal Education Centre pupils 
learn a lot about the topic 
of sustainability!

19 September
Future vets attend a 
workshop on the medical 
treatment of birds of 
prey presented by the 
Zurich Veterinary Hos-
pital in the bird of prey 
sanctuary.

13 September
The Sumatran Orangutan 
Conservation Programme 
looks back on a very tough 
summer: in a short amount 
of time an unusually large 
number of orangutans 
were brought in – a total of 
16 in three months.

7 November
Orang Utan Coffee – an 
important partner of 
the PanEco Foundation 
attracts a lot of interest 
thanks to its crowdfun-
ding project throughout 
Switzerland.
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20 March
Ceremonial inauguration: 
the new auditorium in the 
ecofarming centre in Bukit 
Lawang is ready for local 
farmers, school classes 
and tourists who want to 
learn more about organic 
agriculture and traditional 

4 April
The planning stage is com-
plete: in order to ensure 
access to the Orangutan 
Haven, a bridge is made 
out of the sustainable raw 
material bamboo
– the future emblem of this 
project.

25 March
Important visitor to the 
rescue and rehabilitation 
station: Leonardo DiCa-
prio visits us in Sumatra 
and campaigns for the 
protection of the Leuser 
Ecosystem.

11 April
Our new animated film 
on the theme of palm 
oil is published. Fred 
Andres, who is doing his 
compulsory community 
service, once again did a 
great job!

21 May
The symbolic animal of 
the Thurauen floodplain 
appears – as if ordered – 
on a fully booked guided 
tour on the theme of the 
kingfisher in the Thurau-
en floodplain.

2 July
Two full-grown orangut-
an males receive their 
new home in the rescue 
and rehabilitation station: 
the male cages were 
completed.

14 July
The lapwings are visiting: 
in the Thurauen flood-
plain five of these wa-
ding birds are observed 
at once.

27 August
The PanEco Foundation 
celebrates its 20th anni-
versary with a rainforest 
festival on a warm sum-
mer evening.

18 August
Discover the Thurauen 
floodplain with binoculars 
and a magnifying glass! 
Children and youths are 
given this opportunity on 
the Junior Ranger Day.

1 November
PanEco informs peop-
le that the restaurant 
Rübis&Stübis will be lea-
sed to the newly founded 
Rübis&Stübis cooperative 
society from January 
2017. Good luck!

10 November
Leonardo DiCaprio’s do-
cumentary film «Before 
the Flood» attracts a lot 
of viewers worldwide.
Our Sumatran Orangutan 
Conservation Programme 
is presented in this.

6 December
«Santa Claus» brings the 
orangutan sponsorship 
programme. Right away 
people can become a 
sponsor of a Sumatran 
orangutan.

15 December
The special exhibition 
«Floodplain forest and rain-
forest diversity: how much 
longer?» is in the starting 
blocks. A lot of hard work 
is being done screwing 
and building.

31 August
In the Thurauen flood-
plain the work on the last 
widening of the Thur has 
begun. The renaturation 
project will soon be 
completed.
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19 December
The PanEco team ends the 
year with a joint torch relay 
and a subsequent fondue 
dinner.
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PanEco’s work would not be possible without the generous 
support of benefactors, sponsors, members and many 
donors. Our thanks also go to the listed partners, donor 
foundations and organisations which generously support 
our programmes and also to all people doing their compul-
sory community service and volunteers – without whom 
we would not be what we are!

Many thanks!
Partners & supporters

Our partners

Yayasan Ekosistem Lestari YEL

The Foundation for a Sustainable Ecosystem 
YEL was founded by PanEco in Sumatra. 
Together with YEL, PanEco runs the Sumatran 
Orangutan Conservation Programme.

Yayasan Puntondo & Yayasan Seloliman

The two Indonesian foundations on Sulawesi 
and Java run the two environmental education 
centres supported by PanEco.

Bungerthof

The Bungerthof is an organic farm in Berg am 
Irchel with environmental education offers. It 
provides the restaurant Rübis&Stübis with local 
products.

University of Zurich – Anthropological Institute

Institute for the study of the evolution of humans 
and their behaviour. Runs a research station on 
Sumatra together with PanEco. 

University of Zurich – Veterinary Hospital

Close cooperation between the bird of prey sanc-
tuary and the Veterinary Hospital of the University 
of Zurich. Complicated medical cases are treated 
in the Veterinary Hospital and are taken back to 
the sanctuary for rehab and then to be returned to 
the wild.

Zurich Zoo

PanEco’s Sumatran Orangutan Conservation 
Programme is one of the six nature conservation 
projects supported by Zurich Zoo. PanEco and Zurich 
Zoo also worked together on the exhibition on the 
theme of rainforest conservation in the monkey 
house.

Building Department of the Canton of Zurich

The Building Department of the Canton of Zurich 
is the contracting authority for running the nature 
centre and makes an essential contribution to its 
funding. It heads the renaturation project in the 
Thurauen floodplain (Flood prevention and pasture 
landscape at the mouth of the Thur).

Animal rescue service of the Pfötli Animal Shelter

Close cooperation between the bird of prey sanc-
tuary and the animal rescue service. All transpor-
tations of birds of prey – from where they are 
discovered to the sanctuary or from here to the 
Veterinary Hospital – are carried out by the animal 
rescue service.

Ornithological Institute in Sempach

Cooperation between the bird of prey sanctuary 
and the Ornithological Institute in Sempach in the 
areas of environmental education and the tagging 
of birds.

Network of Swiss Nature Centres

The Thurauen Nature Centre is a member of the 
board of the national network of nature centres, 
which was set up in 2011 and has around 20 

Dr Sofyan Tan, Indonesian parliamenta-
rian and Chairman of YEL

 
«Since 1999 we have been carrying out our 
environmental conservation projects in 
partnership with PanEco. As part of the 
‘post-tsunami reconstruction’ we built a 
hospital for the government in Aceh. I 
appreciate the trustful and fair cooperation 
with PanEco.»

Prof. Dr. Jean-Michel Hatt, Director of 
the Clinic for Zoo Animals, Exotic Pets 
and Wildlife, Zurich Veterinary Hospi-
tal

«For more than 30 years we have been 
working closely together with the Berg 
am Irchel Bird of Prey Sanctuary. After 
intensive veterinary treatment it is 
extremely important that the birds of 
prey in the bird of prey sanctuary can 
become fit again to be successfully 
reintroduced to the wild.»

       Partnerships  & supporters

Our supporters

Aktiebolaget Furuviksparken
Animal Friends Insurance Servx
Anna Maria und Karl Kramer-Stiftung
Annette Ringier-Stiftung
Arbeitsgruppe Riedschutz Greifensee (ASUG)
Arcus Foundation
Atlanta Fulton County Zoo
Australian Orangutan Project
Baudirektion Kanton Zürich: Amt für Land-
schaft und Natur (Fachstelle Naturschutz)
Baugarten Stiftung
Béatrice Ederer-Weber Stiftung
Boguth-Jonak-Stiftung
BOS Luxembuorg ASBL
Bournemouth University
C. und H. Richter Stiftung «Eine Zukunft für 
die Tiere»
Computreu AG
Credit Suisse Foundation
Die Tierhilfe, Tierhilfe-Stiftung von Herbert 
und Dora Ruppanner
Dorfverein Berg-Gräslikon
Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust
Elisabeth Rentschler-Stiftung
Eliseum Stiftung
Ellen Frederik-Stiftung
Else v. Sick Stiftung
Empathie Stiftung für Tiere&Umwelt
Ernst Göhner Stiftung
Europäische Tierschutzstiftung
Fondation Alfred et Eugénie Baur
Fondation de bienfaisance Jeanne Lovioz
ForuM elle
Fuchs Engineering GmbH
Graf Fabrice, von Gundlach und Payne Smith-
Stiftung
Gust und Lyn Guhl-Stiftung
Haldimann-Stiftung
Hans Vontobel Stiftung zur Förderung des 
Gemeinwohls
HHS Hildegard und Hans Schaefer Stiftung
Jean Wander Stiftung
Jolliana Foundation
Laboratoires de Cosmétologie Yves Rocher 
(Suisse) SA
Leder-Locher AG
Max und Martha Dangel Stiftung
Metrohm Stiftung
Mohammed Bin Zayed Species Conservation 
Fund
Monique Gallusser-Lafont-Stiftung
Natur und Umwelt Fehraltorf
Natur- und Vogelschutz Oberwallis

Natur- und Vogelschutzverein Altstetten
Natur- und Vogelschutzverein  
Bachenbülach
Natur- und Vogelschutzverein Horgen
Natur- und Vogelschutzverein Maur
Natur- und Vogelschutzverein Stäfa
Natur- und Vogelschutzverein  
Winterthur-Seen
Natur- und Vogelschutzverein  
Wülflingen und Veltheim
Naturschutzgruppe Dättlikon
Naturschutzverein Hinwil
Naturschutzverein Neftenbach
Nelly und Ruth Schärer-Stiftung
Orangutan Conservancy
Orangutan Outreach Nederland
Orang-Utan Regenwald GmbH
Orangutan Veterinary Aid
Orang-Utans in Not e.V.
Pancivis Stiftung
Parrotia-Stiftung
Paul Schiller Stiftung
Pestalozzi Heritage Foundation
Planeta Foundation
Prince Bernhard Nature Fund (PBNF)
Rudolf und Romilda Kägi-Stiftung
Sandoz - Fondation de Famille
Sarulla Operations Ltd.
Stichting Monkey Business
Stierli-Stiftung
Stiftung Binelli & Ehrsam Zürich
Stiftung Carl und Elise Elsener
Stiftung Regenwald
Stiftung Salientes
Stiftung Salud y Vida
Stiftung Symphasis
Stiftung Temperatio
Stiftung Tierheim Wissi
Stop poaching Stiftung
Sumatran Orangutan Society
Swipo Haustechnik GmbH
Tiermed AG
tierschutz.ch-Stiftung
U. W. Linsi-Stiftung
U.S.Fish & Wildlife Service
Ueli Schlageter Stiftung
Universität Zürich
Vogelschutzverein Boppelsen
Vontobel-Stiftung
Vrenjo-Stiftung
WSS Werner Siemens-Stiftung
Zoo Zürich
Zoological Society Philadelphia

members.

Municipalities of Flaach and Berg am Irchel

Flaach and Berg am Irchel are the local commu-
nities of the nature centre and the bird of prey 
sanctuary.

TCS

TCS runs the campsite right next to the nature 
centre at Steubisallmend. We work together 
to deal with the maintenance of the premises, 
waste disposal, bike hire, rented accommodati-
on and individual events..

Indonesian Nature Conservation Authority

PanEco’s SOCP is based on an agreement with 
the Indonesian Nature Conservation Authority 
which gives the full support of the government 
for the programme.
Together with the authority, SOCP carries out 
confiscations of orangutans kept illegally as 
pets.

Frankfurt Zoological Society

The Frankfurt Zoological Society is an interna-
tional nature conservation organisation which 
campaigns for the preservation of biodiversity. It 
heads and gives financial support to the orangut-
an reintroduction station in Jambi.

Orang Utan Coffee

The Orang Utan Coffee project supports farmers 
who run their coffee plantations ecologically 
and do not clear the rainforest. 50 euro cents 
per kilo of Orang Utan Coffee go to PanEco to 
support the Sumatran Orangutan Conservation 
Programme.

Sumatran Orangutan Society SOS

British NGO in the area of conservation of the 
Sumatran orangutans. Cooperation in the area of 
fundraising in Great Britain and confiscation of 
orangutans on Sumatra.

Prof. Dr. Ewald Isenbügel, former zoo 
veterinarian of many years and board 
of trustees of the foundation Graf 
Fabrice, von Gundlach und Payne 
Smith 

«After forty years of medical care I still 
feel very attached to the Berg am Irchel 
Bird of Prey Sanctuary. I am also happy 
to continue campaigning for the  
sanctuary on behalf of the foundation 
Graf Fabrice, von Gundlach und Payne 
Smith-Foundation»

Partnerships  & supporters

Thomas Ogi und Evelyne Hutter, 
orangutan sponsors

 
 

«Since December we have been  
orangutan sponsors. PanEco’s involve-
ment has made us have a rethink: we 
now more consciously buy products 
without palm oil and therefore do 
something good for our sponsored 
orangutans and their habitat.»



36 | 

PanEco Foundation
Chileweg 5
CH-8415 Berg am Irchel

Tel. +41 52 354 32 32
info@paneco.ch
www.paneco.ch

www.sumatranorangutan.org
www.naturzentrum-thurauen.ch
www.greifvogelstation.ch
www.ruebisundstuebis.ch

IBAN: CH27 0900 0000 8400 9667 8

PanEco is an international non-profit foundation 
with headquarters in Berg am Irchel. Our work 
is focused on the areas of nature and species 
conservation and also environmental education 
in Indonesia and Switzerland. Here we pursue 
our own projects and support local partners with 
expertise and funding.

Front page picture: A grass snake sunbathing on a brush 
pile on the adventure path of the Thurauen Nature 
Centre.

http://www.paneco.ch
http://www.sumatranorangutan.org
http://www.naturzentrum-thurauen.ch
http://www.greifvogelstation.ch
http://www.ruebisundstuebis.ch

